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136 Book Reviews

David M. Dean's essay deals with the use of parliament by the
localities. It reveals that no significant divisions existed between court
and county, between national and local awareness, or between public and
private interests. Individuals, boroughs, unfranchised towns, counties, or
any combination of these, could and did introduce bills of common interest.
They learned that if their bill originated with the Lords it stood a better
chance of success in the Commons because the latter tended to be more
deferential to a bill submitted to them by the upper house.
Taking exception with J. E. Neale, T. E. Hartley concludes that
county elections generally were properly controlled so "that there was no
apparent general hostility to sheriffs' conduct of elections" nor any desire
on the part of parliament to tighten control on their actions. Indeed, many
Commons members at some point in their careers served as sheriffs.
Finally, these essays all suggest there is little truth to the traditional
view that Elizabethan parliaments were typified by conflict between a
conservative queen and Privy Council on one hand and an organized
Puritan opposition on the other. Instead, lawmaking is stressed as the
chief function of these parliaments, lawmaking that took place in an
atmosphere of surprising cooperation.

F. Jeffrey Platt
Northern Arizona University

John C. Briggs, Francis Bacon and the Rhetoric ifNature, Harvard University
Press, 1989, xii, 285 pp., $30.00.
In these days of full disclosure, I should admit that I declined to
review this book when it appeared in 1989. I received a review copy of
Francis Bacon and the Rhetoric if Nature from the editors of a journal in
rhetoric and composition who asked if I thought it would be of interest to
their readers. I answered in the negative. Francis Bacon is often named as
a precursor of the "new rhetoric," sometimes as the founder of a line that
descends through John Locke and George Campbell to I. A. Richards. He
is also sometimes treated as the villain who gave invention and arrangement
to logic, thereby reducing rhetoric to style. Because John C. Briggs says
nothing about these discussions, I thought his book would frustrate most
practicing rhetoricians.
I should also note that the review copy that arrived in September
1991 showed signs of wear. I fancied it had been passed over by a member
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of an audience identified in the publisher's blurb: the historians of science.
For Briggs could have bolstered and amended his argument by referring to
well-known work in that field-to Charles Webster on the millenarian
impulse in Baconian science or M. M. Slaughter on the Baconian legacy
of philosophical grammar. Briggs makes repeated reference to Bacon's
interest in alchemy but cites little of the scholarship on the subject. To
use a favorite Baconian adjective, I pronounce his scholarship on rhetoric
and nature "deficient." But I hasten to say that he writes something other
than scholarship and writes it well.
Briggs has written what seems to me a series of essays on rhetoric
and nature as Bacon might have seen them. When he is at his best, in the
long chapter on "The Timaeic Tradition in the Sixteenth Century," he does
not discuss Bacon's thought so much as he re-creates it, using a wealth of
primary sources. Like Bacon, he loves to tease out the implications of a
biblical verse, a classical myth, a Ciceronian maxim. Like Bacon, he can
coin a term and turn a phrase and suggest much in little space. Like Bacon,
though, he is weak in the transitions that hold such insights together.
Briggs wants to show that Bacon's rhetoric of nature represents a
hypertrophy of earlier tradition, occasioned partly by millenarian zeal,
partly by a duplicitous, even Machiavellian personality. He wants to
reveal a more devious rhetoric than other Baconians have found. But his
argument is strangely foreshortened.
When he has finished expounding the "Solomonic" and "Timaeic"
heritage, Briggs has provided Baconian readings of both, exploring the
myths and images into which Bacon looked for hidden meaning. The
rest is exposition, first of Bacon's dicta on nature and rhetoric, then of four
classical and modern texts on rhetoric and dialectic, finally of Bacon's
rhetorical strategies in the Essays and in the bribery trial that ended his
public life. The central chapter on Baconian rhetoric is anticlimactic,
because Bacon's position has been stated implicitly, and unconvincing,
because the "Timaeic tradition'' here discussed is so broad that it eludes
definition.
Thomas Willard
University of Arizona

Torquato Tasso, Rinaldo: Ediz ione critica basata sulfa seconda edizione def
I570 con le varianti def/a princeps (I562), ed. Michael Sherberg, Classici
italiani minori 16, Longo Editore, 1990, 332 pp.

